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Christ, the Center of GodOsPlan for the Ages
by David Dunlap

The Scripturesare a record of GodOgplan for the ages. Even a cursory
surveyof the Old Testament revealbat Christis the centeof GodOglansfrom
the earliest day®f biblical history. Inevery ageof biblical history theLord Jesus
Christ is prominent,central,and vital. Christ wascentralin GodOsplansfor the
nation of Israel, agevealed in each of the major covenants. Clwés at the centg
of the worship of Israel,as seenin the typesof the Levitical offeringsandin the
Tabernacle. Everpld Testamentevival resulted ira return tathe trueworship of
the Lord; every Old Testament Messianjgrophecyand every-endiime prophecy
time and again reveale€hrist to be the indispensable, sovereigrenterof GodOg
program. Christ Himself unfolded this truth whide spoke to the disciples as |
walkedwith themon the road toEmmaus. OAndbeginningat Mosesand allthe
prophets,He expoundedunto them in all the Scripturesthe things concerning
HimselfQ(Luke 24:27).

Christ, the Center of the Ages
Biblical historyis divided into successivgeriodsof ages.Over andover
the Biblementions these periods Oagesor OdispensationgBph.1:10). We
readphrasesuchas: Oendf theages@Heb.9:26); Oagesf ages@Eph.3:21);
Oageto comeO(Eph. 2:7); Opresentvil age...O(Gall:4). Often when New
Testament writers want to express the idethefstarting point of creation they u
the words Othetimes of the ages.OFor example,in 2 Tim. 1:9 we read, OWho
hath savedus, andcalled us...butaccording taHis own purpose andjrace,which
was given us in Christ Jesusbefore the world began.O The words Otheworld
began®nay be besttranslated literally Othe times of thges.(TheseOagesére
periods of time, varyingn duration, in which God is dealing withan in a specifiq
way. Some theologians have called these special dealings of God
Odispensations.Dispensationshave been defined as GodOsunique ways of
ordering His purposesso to bring manthe greatestblessingandto bring to
Himself the highestglory. In eachof thesedispensationshe Lord JesusChrist
undertakes a central and decisive place.
GermanBible scholarandformer presidentof WiedenesBible College,

Erich Sauer, beautifully explains the role of Christ as the center of the ages:

God is the eternal, the Creator of the world. This “God of Eternity” has called

the Ages into existence (Heb. 1:2). From Him issues, as the mystery of His will,

the decree of creation and redemption. He who accomplishes all things

according to His own free will, has also determined this design (of ages).

Therefore, He is not only Creator of the ages but also “the King of the ages”
(1 Tim. 1:17). Each age or epoch is marked by definite special principles of

God, and each age brings to view the Son in a new greatness and beauty, for
in the Son all ages revolve.l
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Christ’s Death, the Pinnacle of the Ages

Every dispensationor ageis characterizedby a unigue revelationfrom
God, whetherit be promise asin the daysof Abraham,law asin the time of
Moses,or grace asin the ministry of JesusChrist. However,the dispensation
were also progressiven the revelationof divine truth. God slowly unfoldedHis
purposes to man in each successigpensation. In the dispensation of innoce
we have theentrance okin and itspunishmentjn the dispensation o€onsciencs
we areintroducedto blood sacrifice;in the dispensatiorof the law we find the
approach ta holy God througla penal, subsititutionargacrifice. In thebook of
Job the questionis raised,OHow shoulda man be just with God?O(Job 9:2);
Paulanswers thigry in RomansOBeingjustified freelyby His grace...GRom.
3:24). Thus, God has progressivelyrevealedHis waysand the necessityof His
Son as a the remedy the failure of man in each dispensatidthen we come tq
the closingdays ofthe dispensatiorof the law, we begin toseethe ways of God
rising to their highestpeakin the deathof Christ. This was a momenttoward
which all biblical history was moving and to which all of creationwas in ready
anticipation. One versavhich setshis forth moreclearly thanany otheris found
in the book of Hebrews,O...butnow once in the end of the world hath He
appeared to put away sin by the sacrifi€élimselfQ(Heb.9:26). Hiddenin this
verseis aretheologicalgemswaiting to be unearthedand examined. First of all,
there are two words in this verse that needexplanation,the words OendQand
OworldO.Theword Oend@ notsomuchthe endof ajourneyasit is a majestic
mountain height. Many translationsrender this word as Oconsummation
(NASB, Darby), meaningOcompletionQ)pinnacleGyr Oclimax.O So, at the
outset, we seethat the death of Christ on CalvaryOsill was the event of
inestimableimportanceto the divine purpose. Moreover, this verseyields yet
anotherimportanttruth in the word OworldO(KJV). First of all, the word is
plural, Oworld(s)O;and secondly,it is the Greek word OaiononQusually
translated OagesO (NIV, NASV). Thus, we are justified in saying that the d
Christ was thevery pinnacle orclimax of all the agef human history! It is the
weightiestarticle of the faith; it is an awe-inspiringmountainpeak of Scriptural
truth! The theological importance of this moment of biblical history is of
tremendousimportance,and yet few have stoppedto adequatelyponder its
dispensationasignificance. However,considerfor a momentthe wordsof Bible
teacher William Newell (1865-1956) as he lifts our hearts to heaven:

Thus He put away sin, this putting away of sin was at the consummation of
the ages. All previous ages led up to this; all successive ages are governed by
this! It seems necessary, therefore, to believe that each age (aion) had to do
with the stupendous thing, Christ’s being manifested to put away sin by the
sacrifice of Himself. 2
ChristOs death was thigcisive and climactic moment to whiah history
was movingand, in which, Godvas finishing allof His redemptive purpose®ll
past ages looked forward to this momenhistory, and in a future day all creati
will look backto it in wonder. All agesmeetat Calvary! Bible teacherJames
Flanigan stirs our hearts to worship as he reflects on the triumph of Calvary
Once in the consummation of the ages, He appeared; His coming was a
climactic moment of fulfillment. It was the moment toward which all purpose
and prophecy had been moving. It was not so much an end as a
consummation. The Savior’s coming to put away sin was the very climax of

human history. Past ages and ages future meet here at the cross. All the ages
past looked forward to Calvary. All the future will look back to it. The ages

meet at Golgotha. Calvary was the meeting place of two eternities.3
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ChristOs death was tmadment in biblical history which athe ages were
anticipating, indeed, Othemeeting place of two eternities.ONeverthelessHis
deathwas not an end but ratherthe glorious beginningof ChristOgreeminence
in world history. In ChristOdirst coming, His missionand purposewasto lay
down His life as Oanoffering and a sacrificeto GodO(Eph. 5:2). However,in
this second comingthe will and purpose ofGodis for the Lord JesusChrist to
rule and reign victoriously in the place of His suffering and rejection.

Christ, the Glory of the OAgeof AgesO

Sincethe Lord JesusChrist sufferedandwas rejectedon earth,He,
therefore will demonstrateHis ultimate victoryover sin through Hiskingdom
rule on earth. This time of vindicatian victory is calledthe Oagef ages®r
the millennium. This time periodwill not be merelyanotherage,much like
many othergshat havegone before it. This age will bemarked bythe glorious
andvictoriousreign of JesusChrist on the throneof David in Jerusalen{Ps.
132). Where man previously failed morally in prior dispensations, Jesus CF
will gloriously prevail. The termsof the Abrahamic,Palestinian,Davidic, and
New Covenantswill at last find their consummationwith Christ in the
millennium. This ageawill be unlike all others, for it wilbe the“Age of Ages.”
This period of time is mentionedin Ephesianschapterthree:OUnto Him be
glory in the church by Christ Jesusthroughoutall ages,world without end.
AmenO(Eph 3:21). This passagehighlights ChristOsunique authority and
His divine stampwhich will mark thisfuture age Most seriousBible students
agree that this verse contains onéhaf most intriguing phrases concerning the
kingdom reign of Christ.In original manuscripts this verseads:OUntoHim
be glory in the churchin ChristJesusunto all the generation of an eternity of
ages, Amen.” At once this striking phrase “generation of an eternity of
ages”, Or “age of ages”, stirsour spiritual imagination.Careful studentsof
the Word of God havelong laboredto graspthe breadthof this remarkable
phrase. TheologianCharlesHodgeexpressesomethingof the greatnes®f
this age, when he writes:

'To all the generation of an eternity of ages.' In finding no ordinary forms of expression
suited to his demands, the apostle heaps together terms of the largest import to give
some vent to thoughts and aspirations which he felt to be unutterable...#

Joining him is Greek scholar W. Robertson Nicoll, who adds:

The phrase age of ages may have the force of a superlative, the 'age par excellence', the
age besides which there is none other to be named.>

Moreover,we may be safein sayingthatin this biblical time period,the
churchwill be privileged to servethe King in the display of His glories. This
servicewill beginat the millennial reign of Christand continueon into eternity.
In this age,the churchof God will be linked with the reigning Christ as co-
regents. The graceof God, in associatinghe church of God with the King of
glory, is a truth none should take lightly.

him in prominenceon the world stage. The Bible, however,describesa very
different scenefor the future. The centerstagein the ageto comeis reserved
exclusivelyfor the glory of God, in the personof Christ, seenin all of His
manifold and shiningregal excellencies. We do not know whenthis age will
finally break uponthe world stage but when it does,it will be the decisiveage
within human history
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Conclusion

Fully aware of this worldOsyearningand aspirationsfor a hopeful
future, believersremaincautiousfor our heartspoundwith eagerexpectation
of the sooncoming ofour Lord from heaven.Our hopelies notin whatman
hasin storefor himself, butrather, inwhat our Lord JesusChrist hasmarked
out for His bride. TheChristian races not ilock step with thewvorld, running
in the same directiorwith the same purpose, desir@nd longing. We look up
to heaven,awaitingour Lord, firstly in His coming for the church, but also
eagerlyanticipatingthe day whenthe King in all His glory shall standupon
that Jerusalemmount. Upon His thigh a namewill be written, OKing of
Kings, and Lord of LordsO (Revelation19:16).Nearto His sidewill bethe
holy armies of heaven following Him upon white horses, clothed in fine |
white and clean (Revelation19:14). Then, that innumerablehost of blood-
boughtsaintsof the Lord will be gatheredwith Him to reign as kings and
priestsforever (Revelation5:10). Therein the midst standsthe Lamb, slain
from before the foundationof the world, yet crownedin brightestglory, and
“everyone in the temple speaks of His glory” (Ps. 29:9). Expectantly, we loc
for the inaugurationof the ageof ageswith the saintsof all ageswho love
Him. WhereOathe name ofJesusevery kneeshould bowbow, of thingsin
heaven,and thingsin the earth,and things underthe earth; and that every
tongue should confessthat Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of the
FatherO(PhiR:10-11).
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